Manatee Activity.Calendar

Objective Materials

Students will increase their knowledge - two large pieces of butcher paper
of manatees. They'll discover what they (enough to cover a bulletin board)
can do to help the manatees' survival by - push pins or tape
participating in the activities on this cal- - white construction paper
endar. J  activity calendar ideas (page 2)

- markers, crayons, or paint

< gluesticks or glue

-l scissors

Action

1. November is Manatee Awareness Month in the state of Florida. To enhance students’
awareness of manatees, the calendar can be made as a class project in the last week
of October.

2. The calendar should be constructed on a bulletin board or wall. Cover the board with
butcher paper using push pins or tape, then randomly draw thirty uniform squares on
the paper. Write (or have students write) the activities on the board in the squares.

3. Cover the activity-filled butcher paper with another sheet of butcher paper. Cut slits
in the paper to make windows that expose the activities beneath it when opened.
Number the windows with a black marker for the number of days in November.

4. Have students illustrate the whole bulletin board using construction paper, paint,
crayons, and/or markers. Encourage them to draw animals found in the manatees'
natural habitat.

5. Begin each daily science period by opening and reading the window for that day. For
example, on November 3, open window number three. Do each activity described on
that day or as a homework assignment.

Deeper Depths

Have students make smaller, individual calendars to keep at home or in their
desks. Encourage students to read weekend entries with family members at
home. Set up the classroom so most of the activities can be done at school.

Go on a field trip to see manatees (SeaWorld Orlando, Blue Spring State
Park, Crystal River, or Homosassa Springs) or read a book about manatees.
While observing or reading about manatees, make a list of what is in their
environment and notice how they interact with other animals.
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Manatee Activity Calendar

November

Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

Monatees move into
WOImer waters when
it starts to get cold
What do you do
when it gets cold?
Drow @ pichure of
something you do
when it gets cold

Look up thase

MONatles words
oes?uar-,,r
sbrockish
shaDhvore
smigroate
sendongered
sextinet
sCOnsenation

Maonateas only et
plants. Find out two
kinds of plonts thot
are a normal part of
a manatea’s det

The heee species of
monateas g the
Wast indion manatee,
West Africon manates,
and Amazonian
monates. Whot & the
name of the exdinct
monated relative? Find
a map ond locate
where it ved

Moke 0 monatee
out of modeling clay
Be sure 10 InClude
fippers, o toil, o
head, two ayes, two
nostris, and whiskers
To make the
whiskers, break off
plecesola
toothpick

The Florda manates
Ban rescd
spaches. Naome

two other animals
found in the United
States thot ore
endangered

Reod about o

visit on ored
where manatees
are known 10
congregate. Write
a story about what
you leamed

Water 5 on
important part of @
manatesa’s habitat
Moke a roin Qouge
by marking inches or
centimeahers onQ
clear containar and
leanving it oulsde

An odult male
manates & o bull, on
adylt female
monotee 5 O Cow,
and a young
monates & o calf.
Can you think of othar
anamals that these
words describa?

Manatees eat lots of
manatee grass!
Count how many
blodes of grass are in
Q sguare inch or
squarne centimeater of
your yord. Meosure
and cut out g square
inch piece of paper
1o use a5 O gusde

The Steller’'s 580 cow
WO an Archic
relative of the
manates that was
hunted o extinction
27 yeors ofter ils
discovery. Drow Q
picture of g Steber’'s
580 COW

Craate an areg in
your room 1o display
arficies about
Er!-dﬂﬂ-pofl?d
species

Aciuit West Inckon
MANOTEes MCry weigh
up to 1.590 kg (3,500 b)
Weigh yoursel! and see
how mary of you it
would toke 1o weigh a3
miuch s one West
Indion monates. Drow
O ife-sze moanateo

Maosure the amount
of rain in your rain

gauge

Taka a mop of
Floricia 1o the Brory
and highlight areas
where manaleas one
found

West indion and
Wast Africon
monatess howve
thiree Of four
fingemails of the fips
of thewr fippers
Nome fhree animols
that horve ingerndails

Thinik Of $OMe words
thaal rivymme with

= fiil
splants
sMVers
sflipper
*COW
=l

A manoteda’s only
heath Qre molors in
Ihe bock of thek
mouths. Monolees
hove beheeen 24-32
teeth. Count how
many teeth you
have. Then count
how mony teath an
adult has

With @ group of your
fiends, pick up frash
Qround your
neighborthood. By

throwing traosh away,

it won t harmn wikdiife
of end up in
woternways where
manatees are found

A manated pokes its
nostrils obove the
surface 1o breathe.
The average time
between breaths
wo 1o hree minules.
How long con you
hold your breath?

For a rainy doy
Color manateo
phchungs with water-
bosed morkeds
Leave them in the
rcEn for a shoet time
What happened?

Manateas probably
I O MG of
about 50 1o 60 yeaors
How many montihs
are in a yeor? Figure
out how many
months are in 50 ond
60 yaars

List hwo things you
ond o fiend con 3o
togather 1o help
MONaieas

Many monatees one
occidentally injured
by speed boals ond
boaot propelers
Moke a poster
worning boatars to
sionw owWn In Ore0s
wherne mongteas
e

Write o manatee
poem, Bustrate i,
and share it with 9
friend

At Sea Worid,
manatees aot
romaing lettuce. Buy
SOME MOMOIne
latiuce and try it Iif
you ke it find O
recipe for Coesor
salod aond moke it

Walk through your
home and moke g
st of items your
fomily uses that con
be recycied. By
recycling. you con
keap trosh out of the
environmeent

Monotee colves
walgh obout
27-32 kg (60-701b.)
andare 1.2-1.dm
(4-4.5 1. longd
Measurg your own
height and weight
angd COMPong

MNome hwo olhear
endangered species
besides monotees
wWhat s the
difference between
extinct and
endangered? Name
hwo endangened
ONnET0s ThOt I IN
wour shate

A manalee Cow
gives birth about
once avery three
years. Figure out
oy mony danys and
months there aré in
three yeors.
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