
Background
Behavior is the way an animal acts. Animal behaviors are usually strategies for survival in the wild. 
Marine mammals display numerous behaviors that help them communicate with each other, evade 
potential predators, reproduce, and to catch prey in their aquatic habitat. The animals are born with 
some of these behaviors and other behaviors are learned from other members of their species.

At SeaWorld, the marine mammals that participate in shows are only trained to do what they are 
physically capable of doing. For example, a dolphin cannot ride a bicycle since it has no legs to operate 
the pedals. However, it can easily leap out of the water propelled by its powerful tail flukes.  
These natural behaviors are showcased to guests visiting SeaWorld to demonstrate the remarkble 
behavioral adaptations these animals have for living in the sea.

Objective
Students will explore behavioral adaptations of 
some marine mammals.

Materials
q	SeaWorld Stars animal cards (next 2 

Action
1.	 Copy and cut apart the SeaWorld Stars animal cards.
2.	 Distribute a different card to each cooperative learning group or to each student.
3.	 Using the atlas or world map, have the students find the region that their animal is from.
4.	 Have students learn more about the animals, especially their behaviors, by visiting the school  

library or researching online at SeaWorld.org or other websites. 
5.	 Have students bring their notes into class for the discussion.
6.	 Discuss in class, the concept of animal behavior:

•	 Why these behaviors important for these animals? 
•	 What are some examples of learned behaviors? 
•	 What are some similarities and differences in behaviors of these animals? 
•	 Which of these animals can do similar behaviors? 






